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Coles Roberts beside the original
Roberts Monument plaque

The Maple Shade Boy Scouts and Coles Roberts
in front of the Roberts Monument on East Main St.

The Roberts family was one of the first three pioneer
families to settle in what is today, Maple Shade, N.J.

The Roberts, Matlack and Hancock families had their lands
surveyed on November 14, 1682.



The Roberts/ Lippincott/ Mason farmhouse

When you are on East Main Street, you realize that the
peak of the hill is Pine Avenue, but actually the top of
the hill is down South Pine Avenue where this house
once stood.

1923 Sanborn map detail showing house



Samuel Roberts/ Alfred Rudderow house
which was on Mill Road

In the early 1800s the Roberts family had a
saw mill near to where Route 38 and Mill
Road meet.

According to T. Chalkley Matlack, Samuel
Roberts built this house and moved there in
1861 from the older house which was near
the mill.

The house was razed for a parking lot for
Maude Wilkins School.

Charles Haines’ house, originally the
Jeremiah Matlack house

Now the site of Fox Meadows Apartments.
It last served as a clubhouse for the Spring Hill
Golf Course.

Photo- T. Chalkley Matlack



It was on the Lindley Gardiner farm and razed in 1967 for Maplewood Apartments.



William Matlack the 3rd house.

It was built by a grandson of William the pioneer. The
accepted date of its construction 1s 1751. Later it was the
George Matlack home.

It 1s now on Dead End Drive.



The Roberts, Matlack and Hancock families were followed by the Clark, Rudderow and Stiles families in
the late 1600s. Also, the Burrough family would own the land now Alden Park in the early 1700s.

Isaac Stiles/ John Stiles /.../ Dr. Alexander Mecray house on Mecray Lane



Burrough / Coles house near the grist mill and Pennsauken Creek. Photo taken in April 1939.
Last lived in by the Gibson family, a black family, who worked on the John and Edward Tiver farm.



Burrough grist mill at the south branch of the Pennsauken Creek.
Photo taken April 1939. House and mill most likely were razed by Alden Park developers.






Detail from- Map of The Vicinity of Philadelphia, 1860,
From actual Surveys by D.J. Lake and S.N. Beers.



Train along tracks in Maple Shade. Passenger service ended in 1969.



The Maple Shade Jaycees first painted the train station “Big Red” in September of 1968.
The above photos are from the Bicentennial year. The Twp. had the station painted in 2009.









Previous maps-

Three Details from the 1907 G.M. Hopkins Atlas of
the Vicinity of Camden, N.J., Maple Shade map-

1) Maple Shade’s first subdivision, the Shuster Tract,
which was the land of the Benjamin J. Stiles farm.

2) Maple Shade Land and Improvement tract,
formerly the lands of Dr. Alexander Mecray and
Nathan Perkins.

3) Showing Maple Shade Lake



The William Frech Wagon Co. which was on
Spruce Ave. and was destroyed in a fire in 1940.

Main St. and Spruce Ave. A blacksmith house and shop bought by Christian Frech in 1870 before the
village of Maple Shade. The house became Mennel’s Dry Goods and Maple Shade Post Office.



Christian Frech
with baby Laura

Christian Frech’s
son, Charlie Frech

Christian Frech’s

son, William
Frech

John and Laura
(Frech) Mennel

T.aura Mennel

TL.ouisa Mennel

in 1910



William Myers is standing in front of his barber shop at Main Street and South Maple Avenue.
Notice the striped barber pole. This is an old photo in postcard format.



The John Mennel Dry Good Store and Post Office, located at 116 East Main Street. Pictured from left
to right are Laura Mennel, an unidentified person and John Mennel. John and Laura owned Mennel’s
Dry Goods Store, which was the location of the Maple Shade Post Office from about 1909 to 1926.
Laura Mennel was postmistress. Her daughter Louisa took over as postmistress after she passed away.
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The Maple Shade Post Office was then at 16 South Forklanding Road
from 1926 to 1946.



The Maple Shade Post Office was at W. Main St. and Margaret Avenue from May 1946 to August 1978.

The early years of the Maple Shade Post Office-

From April 28, 1887 to December 1, 1895-

William Broadwater was postmaster, (r.r. station)

From December 1, 1895 to October 31, 1904-

Henry Fahr had the Post Office at his general store

From October 31, 1904 to March 17, 1905-

There was no Maple Shade Post Office.

From March 17, 1905-

Mrs. Laura Mennel was postmistress followed by her daughter Louisa.



Maple Shade Post Office, Photo July 11, 2022









Frank Gerkens Sr. and then Frank Gerkens Jr. ran the Maple
Shade Progress newspaper for over seventy years.

The Gerkens brothers, top down Frank, Paul and Bill.

The Maple Shade Progress newspaper building at E. Main St.
and Fellowship Ave.

In the newspaper, Frank left and Bill right.



The first Edward Cutler Real Estate office was at
East Main Street and North Forklanding Road.

The office was later at Main Street and North
Poplar Avenue.

Brother Arthur Cutler later opened an office for
the Cutler Agency at Main Street and South Maple
Avenue.



Arthur N. Cutler
Realtor

He was the first president
of the Maple Shade
Historical Society in 19506.
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The Chesterford Schoolhouse, built in December 1811, in time became Maple Shade’s first school. In
1909 it was no longer used for a school so it was returned to the Burrough family due to a deed stipulation.
It was then used as a residence. Rev. Arthur G. Tippet lived there from 1916 to 1918. It was seized
by the Township for delinquent taxes during the Depression. The Maple Shade Historical Society was
started in 1956 with the purpose of restoring the building to a one room schoolhouse.



In the 50" year of Arthur Cutler
being a realtor he wrote a short
history of Maple Shade which
appeared in this magazine. He then
began a book about the town which
his family completed after his death.
The book is called “Maple Shade A
Story of 300 Years.”

Early Maple Shade Historical Society planting a tree

The restored school was added to the
National Register of Historic Places 1n 20009.



Mile marker from the Moorestown & Camden Turnpike. Two miles to Moorestown



Thomas J.S. Barlow Sr.

Thomas Barlow was a tailor who lived in Philadelphia. He and several other business men formed the Maple

Heights LLand Company and purchased the John R. Mason farm, south of Main Street and east of Fellowship
Road in March of 1908. The farm would become the subdivision of “Maple Heights.”

In 1912 Thomas J.S. Barlow Sr. formed Barlow & Company with his sons, Thomas J.S. Barlow Jr., Frederick
A. Barlow, adopted son Edwin F. D'Ancona as a salesman and son-in-law Charles Frederick Vogdes.
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Harris News Agency in 2003



Acme in 2003 during the "Plum tree phase" on Main Street



Square Club/ Masons Building



School No. 1 was on North Poplar Ave.,
lastly Wee Love Daycare

School No. 2 was on North Chestnut Ave.,
old building razed in 2008 for new building

School No. 3 is on Mill Road.



People who the Maple Shade Schools are named after-

" as a principal of the Maple Shade

. Upon Miss Haig’s retirement, a
_ school was named in her honor..
" She was also a member of the
* First Presbyterian Church of Mer-
* chantville and ‘a member of the

* Burlington County Retired Educa-

From the Courier Post newspaper, January 6, 1990
School Number 1 (Later Wee Love daycare) was renamed after Elizabeth B. Haig.



Dr. R. S?;inhauer.\

|Lutheran Minister

| The Rev. Dr. Ralph J. Stein-
.'hauer, pastor of Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, Maple Shade,
IN. J., since 1934, died Wednes-
/day in Cooper Hospital, Cam-
den. He was 57.

Dr. Steinhauer, a graduate
of Muhlenburg College, Allen-
town, Pa., began his ministry
here shortly after graduating
from  Lutheran  Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia. He was
a member of the Maple Shade
School Board and was past
president of the Maple Shade
Lions Club. He was Maple
Shade Man of the Year’ in 1959.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs.
Ethel M. Steinhauer; two
daughters, Mrs. Lulu Ann Sheetz
and Mrs. Marion Stavin, twol:
‘brothers, a sister and four|
fgrandchildren. ’
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From the Philadelphia Inquirer newspaper, August 25, 1966
School Number 2 was renamed after Rev. Ralph J. Steinhauer.



- Mrs. Maude M. Wilkins, 74
Ex-Teacher Honored

Maple Shade Renames

MAPLE SHADE ~
Although her name was
misspelled on the school's
PTA’'s program, Mrs. Maude
M. Wilkins returned to the

township last night to
reminisce and re-acquaint
herself with former pupils,

Mrs. Wilkins, now 74, was
honored at the Founder's Day
celebration in the former Mill
Road School, renamed in her
honor by the Dboard of
education last November.

She arrived full of fun and
kind words about former

teachers at the school — and
she was even willing to play
the piano to accompany the
songs welcoming her home.

More than 100 former
teachers and pupils of the
school afttended the meeting
and, although the few
speeches were brief, repeated
thanks were given to Mrs.
Wilkins.

MRS. WILKINS arrived in
Maple Shade in 1919, when
she taught third and fifth
grades in the former Poplar
Avenue School, now the

School

Flizabeth B. Haig School. She

became teaching principal
there in 1925.
She became the first

principal of the Mill Road
School in 1927, when it was
just an eight-room structure.

Through her encouragement
the Mill Road School PTA was
formed in 1929. Mrs. Wilkins
remained at that school 33
years before moving back to
her home state, New York, in
1960.

She didn't give up teaching,
however, and now teaches
first grade in Adams, N.Y.

From the Courier Post newspaper, February 17, 1971
School Number 3 was renamed after Maude M. Wilkins.




Maple Shade. The Board of Edu-
cation changed the name of School
No. 4 on North Fork Landing Road 1o
the Howard R. Yocum School, in
honor of the district’s late solicitor.
Yocum, who served as solicitor for 52
years, died Oct. 8 in an automiblie
accident on the Admiral Wilson
Boulevard.

“Mr. Yocum was very well respect-
ed by the community and by those
who worked with him here,” said
district Superintendent John Sherry.
“We had one building left in the
district that didn't have a name and
we decided it was an appropriate
time to name it.”

The school houses students in kin-

dergarten through 8th grade.

From the Philadelphia Inquirer newspaper, October 25, 1989
School Number 4 was renamed after Howard R. Yocum.



Maple Shade School No. 1, formerly the Chesterford School, late 1800s






Mill Road School 1s in the lower right corner.  Photo taken July 3, 1951



Rt. 73 curves from lower left to upper center. South Fellowship Rd. joins Rt. 73 in center.
Spring Hill Country Club is at lower left and center. Photo taken May 15, 1955



Maple Shade Tratfic Circle, July 3, 1951
Rt. 41 Kings Hwy is vertical. Rt. 73 is left to right. Rt. 38 1s diagonal from left to right.
Matlack’s Ice Cream Parlor 1s left of Rt. 41 in center. Lenola Rd. is left to right /4 down from top.



North side of Maple Shade, Late 50s- early 60s



Main Street looking west at Forklanding
Road

Main Street looking east at Forklanding
Road

North Forklanding Road looking toward
Main Street



THE JOLSON STORY
"o, WILIAM DEMAREST

Roxy Theatre 1941
Roxy Theatre 1947

Roxy Theatre 1947
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1937 parade on Main Street, looking east from Forklanding Road




1937 parade looking east 1953 parade West Main Street from Forklanding Road



1953 parade west of Forklanding Road

1953 parade looking east to Forklanding Road



Northwest corner of Main Street and Forklanding Road









At the OLLPH Shrine



Main Street and South Maple Avenue



MAPLE SHADE GAR A T ..........

Fred Olt Sr. (owner of Maple Shade Garage) is the mechanic on the right next to the guy in street clothes



Northeast corner of Main Street and Forklanding Road
Originally this store was the second Acme (American Store) built here.
The first one was a Childs’ store prior to Acme buying that chain.



Bicentennial Year-
Several fire hydrants were painted as above.

June 30", the northern section of the Bicentennial
Wagon Train, a 40 plus caravan of covered wagons,
men, women, kids, dogs and livestock stopped in at
the big lot in center of town (The new Post Office
wasn’t built yet.) to rest a bit. The wagon train was
on its way from Maine to Valley Forge where it
would meet with other trains from all sections of the

US.A.






Bicentennial July 4% celebration

A well-attended ceremony was held at the
“Little Red Schoolhouse.”















Peace Monument

St. JouN’s EriscorpaAL CHURCH, MAPLE SHADE, N. J.



Congregational Church
Pastor Ralph J. Steinhauer

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
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Roland L. Pettit and Miriam his wife ran the first
drug store in town, Pettit's Drug Store

Southeast corner of Main Street and Forklanding
Road

MaIN STREET LookING EAsT




Northwest corner Main Street
and Forklanding Road

Betterment League Community Hall
Ward’s Gas Station in 1930

Memorial Day Parade 1927



Main Street looking west from Forklanding Road in early 1922
If you look really hard to the right you can see the Community Hall starting to be built.



Childs’ Store/ American Store
The Childs’ chain was bought by Acme in 1917.

Northeast corner of Main Street
and Forklanding Road






ANOTHER VIEW OF MAIN STREET, MAPLE SHADE NATIONAL BANK AND CHAIN STORE—MAPLE SHADE

These buildings are to the right of Thomas Batlow and Police Chief Ward
where the Roxy would be built. in front of Maple Shade’s first bank
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The north side of Main Street at Forklanding Road (1923 Sanborn map)



Old water tower that was on North Cedar Avenue

Maple Shade Municipal Water Works
East Main Street by the north branch of the
Pennsauken Creek




Henry “Pop” Walters owned and managed Walters’ Confectionery at 8 West Main Street.
After his death his daughter Margaret ran the store.

Inside Margaret’s c. 1940. Margaret is at right behind register. Note people eating in back room.
In the 60-70's back room housed a walk-in box for Breyers ice cream, a telephone booth and several
pin ball machines. There was an additional back living room. (George Conley Esq.)
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John Bonamo of Bonamo’s Meat Market,
Mill Road and South Forklanding Road about 1955



Leonhardt’s Hardware store was bought by
Mike Farace and continued by his son Dave as
“Mike’s Hardware.”
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Nichols Department Store, Rt. 38 (Where Lowe’s is now), Photo by John Flack, August 1985






North Forklanding Road

(Where Maple Shade Mews senior apartments are.)
Former John S. Collins & Son Lumber Co.

Edsam Screw Machine Products
(formerly Brubaker uniforms factory)
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Graham Brickyard, North Pine Avenue



Graham Brick truck in front of dome roofed kilns



Santore’s Maple Shade Coal Co., Stiles Avenue



Maple Shade Coal Co., Stiles Avenue









OIld Oak tree that was on
North Forklanding Road



Moorestown Pub in 2003 (It really was in Maple Shade.)






Mennel’s Inn, East Main Street and Spruce Avenue
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The Loux moving picture parlor, South Forklanding Road
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Maple Shade Aces

Member of the National Division of
the Burlington County Baseball League

h Fellowship Road and Linwood Avenue Ball Park
Maple Shade * New Jersey

THE MAPLE SHADE ACES
1%1 CHAMPIONS OF THE BURLINGTON COUNTY BASEBALL LEAGUE
Shown above is the entire squad of the Maple Shade Aces. From left to right (standing): Elmer “Daffo” Dill.
pitcher; George Swoyer, second baseman; Donald Youne, first baseman; Frank “Rock™ Pinto, manager; Joseph

Murphy, pitcher: Charles Wilson, nlmrlxtup and Edward Chiosso, catcher. Left to right (kneeling): Robert
“Heetle” Beirne, outfielder: Raymond Ventura, outfielder: Frank “Shadow™ Schultz, outfielder; Thomas McElligott,
third baseman and John Sexton, outfielder,

Maple Shade Aces
BURLINGTON COUNTY BASEBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS AMERICAN DIV ISIO\ IM
I.mb'c:-th" to right (standing) Joseph F. Murphy, pitcher; Donald C. Young, infielder; FEdw:

ard
Beirne, outfielder; Joseph R. Gaughan, pitcher: Louis R_ Bartello, outfielder: Thomas F. llcFlhwll m!ielder

Left to right (kneeling) George S. Bailey, catcher: Earl W. Johnson, Jr,, d W. Ven
W. Chiosso, infielder; Frank S. Schuhs infielder. (Not shown) Eimer II Dxll pitcher:

Frank J. Pinto. manager: James
Richard A. Reiss, infielder.
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Undefeated Maple Shade Ramblers Football Team — 1949

\laple Shade Ramblers football team which finished its second consecutive undefeated season, and has won 17 consecutive
sames in two seasons, with no defeats and no ties. Piloted by Coaches Frank Schultz and Jack Humes, the 1949 squad
scored 220 points to seven for the opposition. Shown in the picture above from left to right are: (Front row): Anthony
Dimezza, Frank Cavallo, Jack Thiel, Kenneth Jacoby, Nicholas Riccardo, Edward Dugan, mascot; Ben Sellitto, Frank
Rahn, George Minnick, Ralph Ensign. (Middle row) : Malcolm Friedel, co-captain; Harley Conn, Albert Fox, Joseph
McBride, William Durham, Thomas Sherf, Edward Grinnen, Floyd W. Bauersfeld, Arthur Auge, Daniel Bailey, Robert
Constantine, Clarence Mussellman, Edward Stewart, co-captain. (Back row): George Wilson, Charles Pfiefer, William
Mason, Daniel Creedon, Peter Hunter, Joseph Cavallo, Frank Schultz, coach; James Ferro, Sal Mangione, Stanton Webb,
Clifford Thalwitzer and James Dugan. Jack Humes, line coach, is not shown.



























Thomas J.S. Barlow Jr.’s “Barlow Mansion” on Mill Road
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MAPLE SHADE FIRE DEP'T.

Municipal Building and Fire Department, Maple Shade, N. J.

1927 was a very big year for Maple Shade.

A Municipal Building housing the Police and Fire
Departments was built at Main Street and South
Maple Avenue. Also, a sewer system was installed
throughout the town.

At left is the Municipal Building when it was first built
in 1927.




Police Chief Clarence L..E. Ward

He was Maple Shade’s first policeman in 1914 and several
years later became Chief. The first police station was the
old Edward Cutler Real Estate field office on Main Street.

Declared to be the smallest police headquarters in New Jersey, if not
in the United States, that of the Maple Shade department is cutting quite
a figure in the movement to check the wave of banditry sweeping over the
State. In its appointments it is complete in all particulars. While di-
minuitive it afords the local authorities a safe place to detain prisoners
until they ean be taken to the coanty jail at Mt. Holly,




MAPLE SHADE

SITTING, left to right: Alfred M. Addison, Police Recorder; Clarence L. Ward, Chief. STAND-
NG, left to right: Leroy Jackson, Sergeant; Grover Lentz, Patrolman; John Siebke, Patrolman

Alfred Brooks Jr.



The Maple Shade Fire Department

It began in the late 1800s and was
incorporated in 1912.

The first fire house was on
South Poplar Avenue.



First Amblance






Spring Hill Apartments, Route 73



Lions Club, North Lippincott Avenue. Remember the used furniture for sale in the back?



Maple Shade Jaycee Hall, was at the end of Stiles Avenue



Gazebo Park clock made and donated by Robert R. Ries in 1994



Nearest stores- Ben Franklin 5 & 10, Sun Ray Drugs, Main Hardware, Little Joe's Pizza



The old Ben Franklin Five and Ten on Main Street in 2003






