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Moorestown Carries Its Own Burden in Housmg Planl

it hn a bumucr-uc snag. from rundown houses Into the once the _apartments _are

3 l,{’-'”gl-f ?Ml;(‘l'(”[:;‘Y lem at that stage, new apartments will be re- built. ‘Comlr\lc'hn would
Ad: am:. sald was to obtain a placed in the rundown Ilmau mean the relocatidn of only

MOORESTOWN —  On “resolution of need" from the by others. one lnmlly on the street,” he

Maple st., where the homes
are big and wellkept and set
back gracefuly on land-
ped lawns, a boy was se
riding an antiquated unicycle
on the sidewalk the other

day.

1t says something about the
nature of this old town, which
grew up around a Quaker
Meeting House, and - still
maintains its individuality in
the pool of South Jersey sub-
urbia that laps at it on all
sides, that no one paid very
much attention to the boy on
the odd-looking bike.

But just a few blocks away MEND leadership decided
ch st., a rutted loop of build thelr apartmen y LIVE MAINE
road whose homes are de- plex with private tnnlﬂbu- LOBSTER
crepit and sometimes lean * tions. e, or PRIME SIRLOIN
against each other as if for A funddrive started in Feb| STEAK

moral support, a rat skittered
ut of a basement and across
the pot-holed street.

It says something further
about the nature of Moores-
town that many civic leaders
are so concerned about this
slash of urban blight in the
midst of the town's 15 square
miles of placid gentility that
they are willing to mount &
private_fund-aising drive to

a low-income apartment
project on Beech st. natory. But it's got to be good| INQUIRER WANT ADS WHEN
; for Moorestown when we can
Study in Contrast help 18 families put a better YOU WANT QUICK RESPONSE

tion

Moorestown,  despite  its cently."” i
solid Quaker traditons, is the Y en sawyer, anoner| | RECENTLY SOLD OUR AUTOMOBILE.
kind of place that tradition- Pistoons naa ALpanoe mecaooney  MEND  official, estimates| | THE FIRST

that “90 percent of the peo-

ally resists attempts to bulld
low-income housing within its
manicured borders. Indeed,
Moorestown's strict zoning

Therein lies the contradic- *

Two men load a car on Beech st., a rundown section of affluent Moorestown

Development). Its _plan,

— long-time residents who

nessman and the president of
D.

sponsor MEND, the apart-
ment was to have been built

town government and then to
ket a tax abatement provi-

sion. In most suburban towns. pents

the project would have died

* right there.

Bt Moorestown _approved

‘And the old people, he said, Pointed out
o “‘What WE 're doing is not to
tlllll"uld to ply the hilher :3/ to pe tuate Beech s| "
W

e origirally ha
podd """‘" imlesaithey g plmned 1o develop the M

financial assistancy
(Becch st.) area. Now, we'll
But Adams- wd that these be happy just 0 ket $he proj-

. Pproblems can be worked out cct built." ‘e

“tum. It was awaiting an on-|

site inspection from HUD
yhen President Nixon last
roze all federal funds
i such subsidy housing pro-

grat
“That put the whole kabosh
right back on us" sai

Adams. Sull optimistic, the

needed to complete financing|
can be raised by the end of|
May. Churches and privatel
businesses have joined in thel
solicitations.

“We're not out to build low-
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income housing all over|
A

jams
hastily. 1 don't believe in|
Tow-income _housing per _se,
because I think it's discrimi-

shelter over their heads, to
live decently instead of inde-

ple™ on the street support the

o
“"We deinitely fe] the need
for this to succeed,” said

code has made it a target of begun in 199, is to sponsor worked as domestics for MENI
criticism about the lack of and manage an 1&-unit low-in- Moorestown's rich and now “It was difficult to convince With funds from the federal Heath, who belongs to e
low-income  housing in the come project on Beech st. live onfi them that we were not being Housing and Urban Develop- locnl League of Women Vot-

suburbs.
Despite that, a local group

of businessmen — supported 39

by the town's churches —
have been trying for nearly
five years to build an 18-unit
rent-subsidized _apartment
complex on Beech st. And
they expect to raise $200,000
from local residents to do it.
The nonprofit group is
called MEND (Moorestown
Ecumenical Neighborhood

idea, they say, is to af-"

The

ford residents of some of the
existing homes on the
street a chance to live in bet-
ter housing.

In the process, they feel,
Beech st. would be upgraded,
and  civic eyesore would be
eliminated.
The people who live in the
10 single homes and 19 row-
homes on Beech street are
black. Many of them are old

About half of them own

{o absentee landlords, Not all
of them were overnhelmed
when the white businessme

et wriile Tk AR
promises of a new apartment
building.

“AL first, we couldn't elicit
significant rom
Beech st. residents,” said
Boyce Adams, a local busi-

condescending. A lot of them
were suspicious,” he sai
Many of them still are, he
conceded.

The project has not had
smooth sailing since it was
first proposed nearly five
years ago. When the town's
10 churches first joined to

ment department (HUD).
the group turned to
m New Jersey Housing & Fi-
inces Agency, which spon-
Sared Iowineiemor hoilng
projects  with HUD 2
tance.  There,  because
Moorestown's high taxes ne-
cessitated @ steep mortgage,

“"But on Beech st., where lfe
goes on much the same as it
has, vocal excitement over
MEND's renewal project is
hard to find.

1f the project is built, one
man said, all that will happen
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